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32 | 1 gel bead of, A «Maw Catethifim foe the” "i 
. Sunday Shoel of Banff, 1 could not help lying - 2 
with myſelf, What manner of Catechiſm ſhalt” 2 4 | 
© this be We have the Aﬀembly's Catechiſm, © 5 
the Mother s Catechiſm, and De. W atts? > MW. 
C chiſm, which are all thought well of, and ous or 

© other of which i is taught, i in the firft Schools. of -. L 
* Scotland,; who is he that deſpiſes theſe. pigye. |: : = 4 
© works of bs Fathers, and pretends to: introdz IF + 5 | 
* a New Catechiſm? An advertiſement in the” 5 | 


- — n 


* 


Jourual from your Academy ſoon put me one pf 


this ſtate of uncertainty, and held up the Catechiis 8 . E 


to'the world as a performance of the. Mipifker , ee 3 5Y 
« ef Banff.” On this, I ge, e 
katy was à Little excited; and 1 Wade application. 
— x friend in your place to procure me# rope penny 


. _ * 25 - 4 
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2 1 was at Hit pro. 
cured. I read the Catechiſm, and I ſeruple not 
1800 fay that I was greatly ſhocked with ir. It a- 
mazed me to think that a Chriſlian Miniſter of 
the Church of Scotland ſhould extract the eſſence 
af the moſt dangerous herefies, from Arius and 
. Zocinus, Dr. Prieftly, and his coadjuter and cham<- 
42 on. Pion Lindſey, and make an experiment of its; 
power on the ſouls of orphans, But I flattered 
myſelf that it would not paſs; that complaints from 
- Jome quarter would be raifed; that this would lead 
d to a formal inveſtigation ; that you would be con- 
Arneed by Chriſtian reaſoning 3 and that the Cate 
| - chiſm would be withdrawn. I have, however, 
been. e eee I have waited for at leaſt five 
Pe tl. eager expectations; 3 but none that L 
can learn has moved his tongue agaĩnſf you. How 
"ate Be this I know tioey; and how to vin- 
© dicate thoſe who ſhould have ſpoken, from the 
| © Wputation of „dumb dogs that cannot bark,” 
"will not, I believe, be an cafy matter. But, 
| leaving every one to anſwer for himſelf to his; 
don maſter, I muſt be excuſed for not zcquieſcing 
nin the general filenee, -becauſe I deem that Glence 
*etiminal I cannot ſee my Saviour inſulted, with- 
b- e hid quarrel, and appearing on his 
fide, as] begs, Hor the werey of God through, his. 
3M ; "on. - 
3 Had your Catechifn been anconcerned. with 
chriz, and only a Uitle ſyſtem of x morals and: 
„ 5 Fegulations for children, on the principles of So- 
* 8 2 whoſe manner SP have ore its merit 
% 5 £635; 
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' fhould ave contiaged d 
it is the Religion of vel which "you7 
fels to teach your catechumens ; and it 1$490u 

boaft and your glory to teach it in its origin = 

purity, | in oppoſitionjt o the dodtrines and inventions © 

of men. Vet ſurely, Sir, unleſs you have . 
your doctrines from another Goſpel,” the apoſtle 
would mark you down as one of the- falſe-, 

« teachers. That Goſpel, which has been re- 3 
ceived\in the world for a thouſand ſeven hundred: . 
years and upwards, teaches that mankind are 

© bory © children of wrath,” being“ made finnes 

by the difobedience of Adam 3% that chu "3 

came to “ ſave us from our ſins,” 28 the Wrath 

which they deſerved; that © God was in Chriſt 

that © God was manifeſt in the fleſh ;*” that Chriſt - 
is © over all God bleſſed for Ser 3 that be. 

died for our fins” that God- purchaſed = | 

Church with hit own blood ;”” that we are par. 5 1 

doned and faved for the fake ad merits of Chriſt - 

only, and not for our own \repentance and deſer-" -- 

vings ; that the gracious influences of the Holby + * 7 

« Ghoſt are neceſſary to make us, and to Keep 5 E 
true Chriſtians; inſomuch that © if any man bas Mons 

Lot the irt of Chriſt, he, is none of his“ 

Theſe are leading truths i in-the Chridian-Syſters,, 2 A 

and ſo frequently dwelt upon bythe: ſacred » 1 - 

ters, that they muſt ſtrike every one when he o- 

pens his New Teſtament. - - They are truths ſo- > 

nearly connected with the very being of Chriftiani-- | 8 A 
ty, that the writer of a Chriſtiah Catgokilm ought: 
by no means to eee . 
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3 4865 : 
Eg more than overlooked them ; mp 7 
_ oppoſed. the woſt of, hem. Lou have not indeed 
aid broadly, that we are not by nature children 
et wrath; that the Word was not made fleſh ; that. 
3 # Chriſt is not God; that he g d notdie ſor our fins 3 
2 chat we are not e by "merits ; . and chat xe 
3 | have no need of the Holy Spirit; but you have 
=» Siren us too juſt cauſe to conclude, that all this 
A in your heart. And if you had boldly ſaid all 
. his, I'm pexſuaded i it would have done leſs hurt 
7 than what you. have ſaid ; becauſe none would 
£6 © have been deceived by it, but thoſe who were: 
Willing to periſh. And befides, your own guilt” 
would have been no- greater, though you had 
; © boldly faid all this. Nay, it would baye beep 
3 | less; for Aa heretic, lurking under the name of 
x 5 Reformation and Goſpel Purity, muſt 
be a thouſand times more-abominable in the fight 
of God, than the worſt of "thoſe miſereants, bo- 
5 nn 
Sariour. 
| * But if L injure. you, . which I affure gon is fax 
© From my N when 1 conclude, bar all ibi: 
a candeur and Chri- 
7 piety judge from your own. words. Who un, 
* 9 Key He was. @ perſen whom. God ſent to. 
© , leach mon their duly, and ia encourage and perſuade ; 
8 . Sem. to perform it, Who, was Telus Cris? The 
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5 the Jews, but to all mantind. _ 
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Eee the aeigin * 
ige of Jets for t mall be tp col 

Ceed by ſuck an advocate; and 5 * 

| faid nothing better, you ſhould: have ld; yous- = 
tongue. Jeſus certainly-was the great , 
ann . greateſt Benefaor w mankinl,” how” > ; 
appeared in the world; bat is this chatacter de 
to him, becauſe God ſpale by him noi only in be. 
Jews, but to ail manlind, or becauſe e 
i teach. men their duly, and to. encourage an n. 
fuade them to perform #27 ls it not becauſe he 
ſatisfied infinite offended juſtice for our fips ?'Is. 
£4 Ae i er iid R 
the world? How err 
all this, when your ſubject led you to dechas it 
cpenly? Are yon a maſter in Ifrael, con 
_ .** not. thele thiogs ??? I can hardly allow myſelf - 
_ 40 think fo; and ] fer th plea of beef ml | 
1 not bear you up at that bar, before , which n 
5 and I muſt ſpon appear. The apoſtle ſays to.the  - 
 Coripthians,. that he.” deſivered-to- them SEA. 
© all; hoy. that Jeſus Chriſt died for our ſins, ag- 
'* cording to the ſcriptures ;*? v0 50 If you were: 
_ ſtranger to the ſcriptures, yon flux over hat 
gu ron of Chriſtianity, with faying, that the 
Jews put him to death Berazſe they were wicked © 
men, If the queſtion who was Jeſus Chrift * h 
been aſked at any of the common peqple of your _ 
| mie if ere the eee, 
Pariſhes, and nat poiſoned with - enmity 36 ., 
Saviour, they would have gnſwered p avi - 
? ne. oe dle 1 2 
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31 Corey of mankind. But you, by ſaying only that 
be was a perſon whom God ſent, make him to dif-. 
fer nothing in original dignity from the greateſt 
finner ; for God not only /ent good. men to in- 
ſtruct the world, but he alſo nt wicked men to 
be the ſcourges of mankind. And left there- 
ſhould be any doubt in regard to the degree of 
dignity you are willing to allow Jefus Chriſt, you 
"aſk, © In waar xeSeEcCTS was Jeſus Chrift sur R 
po GEO, who came before him? The au- 
ſwer is, In the perſection of bis example, in the pu- 
rity of bis precepts, and in the 1 importance of the 

motrves by which he enforced them. Were thefe 
then, the on/y marks of diſtinction between Chriſt 
and the prophets ? One of the prophets fays, © The 
« law of the Lord is perfe#.” And though we 
"often hear, that the children of Ifraet were in- 
vited to their duty by the promife of temporal 
bleffings, yet it is certain that the ſpiritual Jews - 
£ conſidered the motives to obedience as infinitely _ 
ſuperior. It muſt have been in ſome other re- 
ſpects, therefore, than the purity of his pre- 
1 cepts,” and the © importance of his motives,” 
that Jeſus excelled the prophets. He was ſupe- 
+ © | rior to them as he was the Son of God: He was 
ſuperior" to them as the perſon by whom: they were 
un. O Jeruſalem, that killeft the prophets, 
© how often would J have gathered thy children 
4 together! His deeds on behalf of mankind, 
were the end and ſubſtance of their predictions. 
He not only made man at firſt, but reſtored hin- 

tothe favour of God By RO propitiatory' . 
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And he alone will be the author of immortality 


_ this ſuperiority. over the prophets, von put him 
on a eve] with them, for it is really. no better, 


ſhame, when he is told, that © the Holy. one of _ 


God,“ and © the Son of the Maſt High,” are 

confeſſions of the devil to the glory of Jeſus. u 
[ the trye: accapnt_of the matter is this: Iwo na- 7 
tures human and divine. were united in ſeſas 
man nature, Which he derived from the bleed 
Virgin, they call him the man. Chriſt Jekus,” 2 
and allow of his being ſent iy the an ht 


hen they ſpeak of his divinity, they declare hm 
to be. equal with God, and 


# ceived him vat. [+ 


Our Lord and 3 bene E 


level with Gnful man, the Holy Spirit, the advo- 
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0 all them that believe. Iam the celurrec- 2 
tion and the life.” Inſtead of allowing bim 


end ſpeak of his being ent at they. were. A.. 
fon whom God ſent, ſolitary as the expreſſion 

_ Rands, unqualified with any comment, and unat- 
ended with any hint of his immacy's;e birth, r 
pre- exiſlence, is a holder thruſt at the: divinity af 
the Holy Jefus, than ever the great adverſry 
had the impudence to aim. And the man hae 
uſed the expreſfion might ak to the earth with. 


and.that * he and ib 
Father are one, and that be was, not ., 
but ane et” vane) 4 


ente of that Saviour, could hardly be ſuppaſad a 
meet with more reſpect- Yet becaulethe Sevp» | 
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be e that FR 3 biel 


. Sy man ſhall be forgiven, but whoever ſpeaketh + 
„* againſt the Holy Ghoſt hath never forgiveneſs, 
but is in danger of eternal damnation ;” for 


and the little ones, who receive” the firſt rudi- 
ments of Chriſtianity from you, may ſay; ns ſome 


much as heard whether there be any Holy 


ry cannot but know that - -we have infinite need of 
| divine grace, and that divine grace is communi- 


2 being known to them! £17 
I might purſue, and point out tlie aber b. impĩe- 


but they are all fwallowed up in the greater mag- 
2 35 nitude of theſe fatal tenets, that Chriſt is not God, 
= ” and that he is not our Saviour, or that he did not 


ie; and make ſatisfaction for our fins, and that 
4 ve need give ourſelves no concern about the Ho- By 


J Spirit; and his gracious influences, becauſe it 


3 © God's juſtice, and not beg it of his mercy. 


— Si, 10 cond mharos he. 
dane; aer ee en ede ; 


eg 1 ” 


2 


tween I fuppoſe, it is, that you have thought 5 
vit ſufeſt not to ſpeak of the Holy Ghoſt at all ;, 


N at Epheſus ſaid to St. Paul, We have not ſo 
14 Ghoſt,”. . But if vou believe the Bible, you 
al betend to us'ohly by the Holy Ghoſt. - How cruel 


tuen was it in you to hide that truth from the | 
children, when their ſouls are fo deeply concern 


. 8 of the Catechiſm, which are great and many; 


ſieems e are ſufficient of ourſelves to expiate our 
infinite guilt, and do all that we are commanded | 
to do, and may, therefore claim our rewatd from 
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— ws have made ourſels, porly 
through. your directions, God will require their 


how can they but periſh ? And yet they have 
never heard of a Saviour from you, | Twice you * 
mention the name Je/us,and one and twenty times 
Jeſus Chrif, as you would mention the name sul. 
ſarname of any good man; but you never once call 


Son of God, in all the two and twenty pages of 


the Chriſtian terms of grace, redemption, or ſal- 


blood at your hand. — Fink 


him our Redeemer, our Saviour, our Lord, — p 
your Catechiſm ; nor do you ever make 2 


vation. Take heed to [yotirlelf, Sir, for the Spi- phe 
rit of God calls the hereſy of that man damnable, © ,. 
who © denies the Lord that bought him,” who: | 
denies Chriſt to be Jehovah, as you certainly do. 


and denies that he has redeemed us with his own” | 4 5 


blood. Think not that a zeal of God will fave 
you, without believing and honouring the Son of 


God. © Whoſoever denieth the Son, the ſame 3 "1 


:; hath not the Father.” The word of cry” 
Truth ſettles that point beyond controverſy. But 
if you have not the Father, nor the Son, nor the - 


4 


Holy Ghoſt, you have no God, becauſe there is 5 


no God but one; you are left a heathen, an a- 


theiſt, without God. This is a hard ſaying, but g 1 5 2 
the truth of it is undeniable by thoſe who believe 


k . A 
<< - 2 4 7 is . 
* 0 1 
C2 


God's word to be true. I ſhall therefore con- 
clude with another hard ſaying, which I ri 
without any diffidence, becauſe it is not mine, 
but God's: He that believeth on the Sen, 


4 
j 

8 
14 
| 


<« the Son, ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of 
4 God abideth on him. | „ 7 
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everlaſting life; and be that believeth wor 
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